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SUMMARY
Spaying female rabbits is indicated to prevent unwanted pregnancy and
pseudopregnancy, modify sexually related behaviour such as territorial aggression and
prevent or treat neoplasia of the uterus or pyometra and other uterine disorders.
10 female domestic rabbits were taken in study. After a general anaesthesia using
xylazine and ketamine and a careful preparation of the ventral abdomen, the uterus was easily
accessible through a 1–2 cm midline incision approximately half way between the umbilicus
and the pubic symphysis. After gentle tractions, the ovaries were exteriorized and resorbable
ligatures (polyglycolic acid) were placed around ovarian pedicle. A Pean forceps was applied
between the suture and the ovary and the transection were performed between the ligature and
the forceps. The transfixing cervical ligatures were placed above the cervix in 5 females, on
each uterus and below the cervix in 5 females.
No intraoperative and postoperative complications were noted. Clinically, we did not
observe differences between the two female groups. Anyway, regarding the technique, we
recommend the placement of ligatures above the cervix, because the ligature placed below the
cervix is less secure due to the flaccid nature of vaginal tissue.
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